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LESS BUREAUCRACY FOR CITIZENS: Promoting free movement of public documents and recognition of the effects of civil status records

Submitted by Mr Patrick McGowan (IE/ALDE) for consultation 
of the Subsidiarity Monitoring Network
[image: image5.wmf]
Please complete and submit by 2 September 2011. You can upload the completed questionnaires directly onto the Subsidiarity Monitoring Network webpage (http://subsidiarity.cor.europa.eu – remember to log in). Alternatively, you can send them by email to subsidiarity@cor.europa.eu. 

	Name of the Authority:
	

	Contact person:
	

	Contact details (phone, email)
	


BACKGROUND

The European Union facilitates moving beyond national borders for a variety of reasons. The Green Paper is a further step in the process of tackling bureaucratic burdens that can make it difficult to exercise the rights attached to EU citizenship. It is primarily at local and regional level that citizens come into contact with public administration and where questions about the cross-border usability of public documents and the recognition of the effects of civil status records (birth certificates, marriage certificates, partnership registrations, name changes etc) first arise.

This questionnaire aims to gather the views of local and regional authorities on some issues –considered to be of great relevance to them – which are related to the Green Paper and the legislative proposals. 
Please complete the following questions:

	The Green Paper presents cooperation between the competent national authorities - which would include local and/or regional authorities - as one of the solutions to facilitate the free movement of public documents between Member States.
1. (a) Do you have any experience with cross-border cooperation and/or any data on cross-border cooperation? If so, what problems typically arise for your authority or the authorities you represent? How have these problems been solved so far?
(b) Do issues ever arise relating to the availability of civil status records or their recognition between regions or local authorities within your country? If so, please describe.


	(insert answer)


	In many Member States, civil status events are only registered where the event occurs. In the Green Paper, the European Commission considers centralising the registration of all of a person's civil status events in one location.
2. (a) In your opinion, is this centralisation of the registration of a person's civil status events in a single place, in a single Member State, necessary? If so, which place would be the most appropriate: place of birth, Member State of nationality or Member State of residence? If not, please explain your position.
(b) What implications (if any) could this centralisation policy have for your region or local authority?


	(insert answer)


	Another potential solution would be to provide more systematic information to citizens as to which authorities are competent for entries in civil registers and the issuing of certificates.

3. In your opinion, would it be useful to publish the list of national authorities competent for dealing with civil status matters or, if appropriate, the contact details of one central information point in each Member State?


	(insert answer)



	Civil status records include the record of life events such as birth, filiation, adoption, marriage, recognition of paternity, registered partnership, or sex change, and sub-national authorities may have a legislative role as well as administrative responsibilities. 
4. (a) In your country, do regions have legislative responsibilities for issues relating to civil status? If so, please include a link or a list of responsibilities.
(b) Civil status records have effects in a number of policy areas, for example in child care and education, social security, pension rights or health care.  Would automatic mutual recognition of the effects of civil status records established in another Member State affect your regional legislation on these or any other policy areas? If so, please explain what the effects would be.


	(insert answer)


	5. In your country, if the principle of mutual recognition of the effects of civil status records was implemented, what consequences would this have for administrative processes at local and regional level in the policy areas mentioned at 4.b) above, or in any other policy area? Please provide examples.


	(insert answer)



---

Privacy Disclaimer: The follow-up to your contribution requires the processing of your personal data (name, contact details etc.) in a file. Should you require further information, or wish to exercise your rights under Regulation (EC) 45/2001 (e.g. access or rectify data), please contact the data controller (Head of Unit – Directorate for Horizontal Policies and Networks, Unit 2) at subsidiarity@cor.europa.eu. If necessary, you can also contact the CoR Data Protection Officer (data.protection@cor.europa.eu). You have the right of recourse to the European Data Protection Supervisor at any time (www.edps.europa.eu). 
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